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We are aware that several member districts have received an email from the California 
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) addressed to superintendents requesting information about 
“Catastrophic Injury Processes by District/Schools for Regular Season games.” 
We are providing the following information to assist you in responding to this request. 
 
Background 
The CIF inquiry appears to focus on how districts handle potential catastrophic injuries during 
regular season athletic activities and whether those situations are covered through district-
provided insurance. 
 
Applicable Education Code Sections 
Please reference Education Code §32221 and §32221.5 for the rules governing student accident 
insurance for athletics. In short, these laws require school districts that operate interscholastic 
athletic teams to do so in a manner that ensures all student-athletes are covered by accidental 
injury insurance for medical and hospital expenses. This requirement can be met by offering 
insurance or other health benefits, as specified in § 32221 and §32221.5.  
 
Coverage Under Schools Insurance Authority (SIA) 
Additionally, please note that as a member of Schools Insurance Authority, if a parent or 
guardian submits a request for reimbursement of medical expenses incurred during a district-
sanctioned athletic event, they may qualify for up to $1,500 in reimbursement through SIA. 
 
Next Steps 

• Review your district’s current process for notifying parents/guardians about student 
accident insurance coverage. 

• Confirm that the required Education Code §32221.5 language is included in your annual 
communications to families of student-athletes. 

• Consult your legal counsel before responding to CIF to ensure your reply is consistent 
with district policy and statutory requirements. 

 
Please reach out to Jennifer Serran (jserran@sia-jpa.org) or Olivia Nelson (onelson@sia-jpa.org) 
with any questions. 
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