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Everyone has a role to play when it comes to preparing for disasters and 
emergencies. September marks National Preparedness Month, an annual FEMA 
campaign to bolster emergency planning in communities. This year’s campaign 
theme is Start a Conversation.  

The beginning of the new school year is an opportunity to discuss your emergency 
plans. Begin the conversation by: 

• Updating district and site contacts. What are the changes in staff at your 
district and school sites? Review and update the roles and contacts for your 
sites and departments in your emergency plans.

• Reviewing and updating your community contacts. Are your evacuation 
locations still current? If you have a designated evacuation area off-site of 
your school, you should confirm that the location is still available for your 
use. Reach out to your designated community partners to ensure they are 
still present and update as needed.

• Start a Conversation about your district plans. Set a time to review your 
emergency plans with all appropriate parties.

Emergency preparedness is a continuous process of planning, practicing, and 
improving. For additional information and resources, visit these sites: 

Ready.gov: National Preparedness Month 

California Department of Education:  Emergency Resources 

https://www.ready.gov/september#:%7E:text=This%20September,%20Ready
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ep/schoolemergencyres.asp



