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Globally Harmonized System
The hazard communication regulation requires all employers to determine the dangers of the chemicals used on the job and to inform their employees of these hazards and how they can protect themselves.  The Globally Harmonized System (GHS) was established to standardize and streamline the information on chemicals worldwide.
What has changed?
· Revised and standardized labeling on the chemicals
· [image: image3.emf]Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are now known as Safety Data Sheets (SDS)

· Specified format for safety data sheets 
· Standardized signal words, pictograms and hazard statements
· Employees must be trained on how to read the new labels and SDS by December 1, 2013
What needs to be done
· Inventory all chemicals on site.  This should be done annually.
· Check that there is a current SDS for each chemical.

· Chemical manufacturers will supply the SDS and are currently updating their SDS to meet the new standards

· Keep all MSDS/SDS for 30 years, even if you no longer use the chemical. Documentation can be kept as paper or electronically.

· Thoroughly read all SDS for understanding.  Supervisors are to ensure that employees are trained on how to properly use the chemical, the PPE to wear and correct disposal.

· Learn the label format.  New labels will include:
· Signal word – “danger” for most severe and “warning” for less severe

· Symbols/pictograms

· Product name or identifiers

· Hazard statements

· Precautionary statements

· Manufacturer information
[image: image4.png]



[image: image2.jpg]UNNo. 1114

Benzene

N

0 e

e ——

Ot e

05 e ey e o5

e g sooponn o R e T

e oo ey ot cobin

e oo it o Bt

1. Name of Chemical

2. Barcode

3. Precautionary
Statement

4. Pictogram

5. Hazard Information

6. Note of caution

7. Manufacturer or
Provider of
Chemical company




Information provided by Schools Insurance Authority www.sia-jpa.org
